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Migration in the region: Contextual Overview
Å The migration in the Southern 

Africa region are complex, unique

Å The population of the region is 
estimated to be  363.2 million 
people and, the migrant 
population constitute around 
6.4million  (4.6%) of the entire 
population of the region  (UN 
DESA, 2020)

Å Mostly driven by the quest for 
better socioeconomic opportunities 
in a stable environment, politically 
stable economy with less or no 
environmental and climatic 
hazards.
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Figure 1:  International migrant stock as a percentage of the total population in  Southern Africa
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Remittance Flow in the Region

ÅWithin the context of the

Southern Africa region, the

trendsof remittanceinflowshave

been increasing in the region

from 1980to 2020.

Å Remittanceinflows serve as a

major sourceof incomefor most

countriesas the region recorded

an estimated $6.5 billion of

remittances income in 2019

(World Bank,2020a).
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Remittance inflows in Southern Africa (US$ million)



Remittance as a share of GDP

Å The share of remittances to
GDPin the region is high for
somecountries.

ÅWhile there is no data on the
projectionsfor the region,it is
important to highlight that the
COVID-19 pandemic has
significantly impacted the
socioeconomic activities of
migrants with a trickle-down
effecton remittanceinflows.
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Engagement of Southern Africa Diaspora through Policy Dialogue 
Å Beforethe SDGs,the AUdeclaredthe DiasporaastheŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘΩǎsixthregionin 2005, with oneof the!¦Ωǎobjectives

to:

Å άƛƴǾƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ 5ƛŀǎǇƻǊŀ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴέ

Å In 2012, the first GlobalAfricanDiasporaSummit,held in SouthAfrica,adoptedamongothers;
Å the productionof a SkillsDatabaseof AfricanProfessionalsin the Diaspora;
Å the AfricanDiasporaInvestmentFund;
Å a programme on the Development Marketplace for the Diaspora as a framework for facilitating innovation and

entrepreneurshipamongAfricanandDiaspora; and
Å the AfricanInstitute forwŜƳƛǘǘŀƴŎŜǎέ

Å These measures demonstrate that the African Union acknowledgesthe significant role of the diaspora in
developmentof the continent.

Å In view of the significant role and contribution of the diaspora, IOM recognizes the diaspora as a key strategic asset in building national 
ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭΣ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻƭƛtical capital who 
ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƛƎƴŜŘΦ 

Å In parallel and at the continental level, IOM together with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and African Union
/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ό!¦/ύ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀǎǇƻǊŀ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƛƴ нлнм ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǾŜǊŀƎŜǎ ŀƭƭ ŘƛŀǎǇƻǊŀ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ άŎŀǇƛǘalsέ 
towards national, regional, and continental development

Å This was supported by member states at the 2017 Migration Dialogue for Southern Africa (MIDSA) Ministerial meeting which 
ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ άǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛŀǎǇƻǊŀ ǘƻ 
ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {!5/ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ



Regional Diaspora study (objectives)
ÅThisstudy examinesthe existingpracticeson diasporaengagementand productive use of remittancesin

SouthernAfricaDevelopmentCommunity(SADC)MemberStates.

ÅIt further maps the southern African diasporaand analyzesexisting regional and national coordination

mechanismsandregulatoryframeworksfor engagingthe southernAfricandiaspora.

ÅIn so doing, the study identifies gaps/challengesin current diasporaengagementinitiatives for extending

rightsthe diasporaandleveraginginternationalremittancesfor development.

Å104 in-depth interviews carried out with various stakeholders,including diasporacommunities,relevant

governmentstakeholders(examplediasporaoffices),and Non-GovernmentalOrganizations(NGOs),Central

Banks,financialinstitutions includingBanks,Money TransferCompanies(MTCs),CivilSocietyOrganizations

(CSOs)andInternationalOrganizations,amongothers.



Findings from the Regional study
ÅThe study found that while there is currently no regional diaspora policy framework or programme to ensure 

a comprehensive and coherent engagement of the diaspora in the SADC region, home countries in the 
region are making individualized efforts to engage the diaspora by setting up diaspora units, developing 
diaspora policies, organizing cultural conferences, instituting remittance linked products, as well as providing 
dual citizenship and enhancing the voting rights of people in the diaspora. 

ÅMost of the contributions are achieved through the diaspora associationsor the individual emigrant

him/herselfaswell asthroughdevelopmentpartners.

ÅThe study also finds that while some efforts are being made by member states to leverage the

developmentalpotential of diaspora,state-led programmesthat seekto encouragediasporacontributions

are limited in the region. Asa result of a lackof coordinationmechanismto promote effectivecollaboration

amongstakeholders,diasporaengagementinitiativesareadhocin nature.

ÅEfforts to mainstream diaspora remittances into  productive use and socio-economic development are 
affected by a number of constraints, including high cost of sending or receiving remittances, bottlenecks in 
the payment system infrastructure, limited competition in the remittances markets,  low financial literacy  
and a lack of effective regional programmesto guide diaspora remittance uses into productive investments, 
all serve as constraints to effectively mainstream diaspora remittances into  productive use and 
development. 



Recommendations from the Regional Study
¶ Createand enhanceexistinginstitutional coordinationmechanismsbetweenand amongthe variousstate

andnon-stateagenciesdealingwith diasporaissues.

¶ Developdiasporaengagementpoliciesin line with regionalandcountrynationaldevelopmentplans.

¶ Strengthendiasporaengagementthroughestablishingformalcommunicationchannelswith the diaspora.

¶ Work directly with Banks/MTOsto reduce high cost of remittance transfer through formal channels,

increasefinancialliteracyandincreasethe numberof remittanceinvestmentlinkedproducts.

¶ Makeefforts to enhancecompetitionin the remittancesmarketby for exampleensuringfair andequitable

accessto marketinfrastructureMTOsandlimiting the impositionof exclusiveconditions.

¶ Developmechanismsto addressissuesof lackof trust betweenMemberGovernmentandthe diaspora.

¶ Developbilateralagreementswith host countrygovernmentsto facilitate effectivelabour recruitmentand

protectionof diasporamembersand;

¶ Facilitatestate-led programmesto encouragediasporacontributionsto development



MIDSA 2021
ÅIt is in the spirit of this recommendation that the 2021 MIDSA Ministerial endorsed the Maputo Diaspora 
5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ άǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ƻǳǘƘ ςSouth cooperation amongst member states of the 
Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) through diasporaengagement as a practical approach 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ aƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀ wŜƎƛƻƴΦέ 

ÅThe Maputo Diaspora Declaration outlines a request for IOM, in collaboration with relevant UN agencies and 
partners, in coordination with the SADC member states and the Secretariat to develop a regional programme 
and a regional diaspora policy to facilitate the engagement of diaspora and transnational communities as 
agents of development among SADC member states.



The Maputo Declaration



MIDSA Recommendation
Stream 4: Unpacking the Integrative and Mobility Agenda for Socio -Economic Recovery

(Diaspora Engagement & Skills Mobility)

Recommendations :

1. Recognizethe untapped intra-regional diaspora and transnational communities abroad as critical

development actors, that if leveraged effectively, can contribute to regional integration, through

the transfer of diasporic capitals inclusive of skills, remittances, and socio-cultural elements at

local, national and regional levels.

2. Support the aspirations of the Regional Diaspora Declaration and the development of a

Regional Diaspora Policy and Programme to guide the mobilization and utilization of diaspora

resources to enhance intra-regional cooperation and regional integration in the SADCregion.



Regional Diaspora Engagement Programme (The 
MIRAC Diaspora Project)

ÅTo contribute to an enabling environment to maximize the socio-economic development 
potential of diasporas by strengthening relevant regional cooperation and sustainable 

development



The Southern Africa Diaspora Page





Futureinitiativeson the DiasporaςIOM/UNDPJointProject

ÅTheprojectwill contribute to the effectiveengagementof keymemberstatesin the SouthernAfricaRegion
with their diaspora in design and implementation of relevant strategies facilitating enhanced and
expandeddiasporafinancialtransfer, in particular towards investmentto:

1. Bringtogether and convenekey national and regionalstakeholdersthrough a whole-of-societyapproach,
with the mandate and expertiseof working on diasporaengagementmatters, to create synergiesand
complementarities,working towardsthe sustainabledevelopmentin the region,through the financingfor
developmentperspective.

2. Integratediasporaengagementrelated strategies,policies,and regulations(includingremittancesrelated)
aspart of the NationalLevelComprehensiveFinancingStrategies(andupcomingfinancingreforms).

3. Test and enhance tools, methodologiesand networks developed for diaspora engagementand start
creatingsynergiesandscaleat both internationalandcountrylevels; and



Thank you.
Q&A


