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I. Introduction 
• Why is this Toolkit relevant?

• How do we define diasporas?

• What makes this Toolkit innovative?

II. Elements of the Diaspora Mapping Toolkit
• 1. The step-by-step guide to diaspora mappings;

• 2. Methodologies and methods for diaspora mappings, and;

• 3. Indicators and questions for diaspora mappings.



Why is this Toolkit relevant?

• Diasporas are valuable actors for sustainable development

• Development impacts of diasporas are also fundamentally 
heterogeneous 

• Diaspora policies need to enable innovative and effective 
environments for horizontal partnerships and co-creation

→Crucial to investigate the needs, motivations, expectations as 
well as the limitations diaspora actors face while engaging in 
development initiatives 



How do we define diasporas?

a) Foreign-born population originating from one country

b) Individuals and members of networks, associations and 
communities, who have left their country of origin, but maintain 
links with their homelands.

c) People living outside of their places of origin, irrespective of their 
citizenship and nationality and who are willing to contribute to the 
development of their countries and region of origin. 



What makes this toolkit innovative?

• Holistic view on diaspora mapping

• Comprehensible methodologies

• Specific tips and best practices

• Designed to produce rigorous and comparable data 

• Adaptable and flexible

• Tested in the field

• User-focused 



Element 1 Step-by-step guide to 
diaspora mappings





The 8 key decisions included in the 
Step-by-Step Guide
Conceptualising diaspora mapping

• What are the objectives or goals of the diaspora mapping?

• What is the unit of analysis?

• What is the study timespan?

Methodologies & methods for diaspora mappings

• What methodology would be most appropriate?

• What is needed in the diaspora study team?

• How do I maintain alignment throughout implementation?

Analysing & communicating results of diaspora mappings

• How do I select the “right” method(s) of analysis?

• How do I communicate results?



Considerations or choices

• Checklists, examples, case studies, definitions or technical guidance



Element 2 - Methodologies and 
methods for diaspora mappings



Description

• In-depth insight into the characteristics and parameters of
use for common methodological approaches

• Specific methods and tools that can be used within those
approaches (e.g. interviews, surveys).

• Practical and ethical considerations
Collection and sampling 

Analysis

Reporting and visualization



Method-specific modules

• Three method specific modules 1) Quantitative Methodologies 2) 
Qualitative Methodologies 2) Secondary Data

• Structure of the modules:
• Intuition behind the methodological approach
• Primary methods used for diaspora mappings associated with the 

methodological approach
• Sampling & Data collection
• Data analysis, dissemination, and visualisation
• Practical and ethical considerations
• Conclusions: when does the methodology shine, and what are its limitations?



Quantitative methodology

• Guidance

• Focus on primary data collection

• Surveys: structure, examples and good practices

• Sampling

• Suggestions for analysis, dissemination and visualization on 
quantitative results



Components



Qualitative Methodologies

• Semi-structured interviews and focus group discussions

• Considerations related to sampling, guidance on research ethics

• Suggestions for analysis, dissemination, and communication of 
qualitative results



Components



Components



Secondary Data

• Guidance on the use of preexisting (secondary) data

• Use for common forms of secondary data, namely
literature review, administrative and survey data, big data
and onomastics, and organizational and business registry
records.

• Advantages and limitations of each method.



Components



Element 3 - Indicators and questions for 
diaspora mappings



Description

• List of indicators and corresponding survey/interview 
questions that can be directly used or adapted to collect 
information.

• IOM 3 E strategy

• Diaspora capitals: economic, human, cultural and social



Core module

• Basic indicators

• Demographic and socioeconomic characteristics

• Migration experiences

• Identification and belonging

• Financial contributions and knowledge/skills transfer

• Civic involvement and citizenship



Objective-Specific Modules

• Economic Capital Module: business and entrepreneurship activities, trade, 
remittance-sending behaviors and practices, philanthropy, investment, assets and 
tourism.

• Human Capital Module: skills profile, employment history and skill use, and 
knowledge transfer activities

• Cultural Capital Module: perceptions and practices related to identity and 
belonging, participation in community groups, participation in networks and 
activities.

• Social Capital Module: social engagement such as political and civic 
participation.





Examples of survey questions 



Examples of qualitative questions 



Thank you for your attention!

Questions and Feedback?



Group Exercise & Discussion on “Diaspora 
Mapping Toolkit”
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I. Introduction (5)

II. Group discussion (25)

III. Plenary discussion (15)



Discussion questions

Introduction: Experiences with diaspora mappings

1) Why do you think diaspora mappings are important?

2) If you have conducted a diaspora mapping, what were the main objectives? If you didn´t what do you wish to find 
out?

Focus and Methodology

1) What forms of capital you (want to) explore in the mapping? E.g. social, economic, cultural, human

2) What methodology and methods you (plan to use) and what are the reasons that influenced your choice?

Challenges & Lessons learnt

1) What were the major challenges you faced (or envision to face) during the diaspora mapping process?

2) How did you (plan to) overcome these challenges and obstacles, what were your biggest learnings in the 
diaspora mapping process? Can you share some concrete examples of best practices?


