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GMDACȗs background

Å Established in Berlin in 2015 at the invitationof the Government of 

Germany, GMDAC was set up as part of IOMȗs wider response to calls 

for better internationalmigration data and analysis.

Å GMDAC is a global centre that is part of IOMȗs Global Data Institute 

(GDI) in Headquarters in Geneva. 

Å GMDAC is one of the two core data structures in IOM united in the 

GDI, together with the Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM)

Å GMDAC supports IOM at global, regional and country and sub-national 

level to improve migration data, in areas relevant to each objective of 

IOMȗs Migration Data Strategy



Mission statement

GMDAC works to improve 
migration data to inform timely 

and evidence-basedpolicies, 
programming & communications 

towards safe and orderly 
migration for the benefit of all.



GMDAC objectives
and areas of work



3 objectives and 2 cross-cutting themes

1. Championing migration data for global frameworks

ȟthat support IOMȗs Migration Data Strategy

2. Encouragingdata innovation

GMDAC objectives

A. Strengthening the global 

evidence base on migration

Å Increase availability and 

access to migration data

Å Identify and help address 

data gaps

B. Developing the capacities of 

states and other key stakeholders

Å Support states and others to 

identify migration data needs

Å Deliver comprehensive 

capacity development 

support at national, regional 

and global levels

C. Supporting evidence-based 

programs, policies

and communications

Å Pioneer knowledge 

management of migration 

data and analysis for 

practitioners

Å Strengthen feedback loops 

between data and 

programming



ObjectiveA: Strengtheningthe global evidence
on migration



Selected activities

Å Migration Governance Indicators 

measuring șwell-managed migration 

policyȚ (SDG Indicator 10.7.2)

Å Missing Migrants Project, hosting 

dataset of more than50,000migrant 

deaths (SDG Indicator 10.7.3)

Å Ongoing work focusing on forecasting

& assessing future migration scenarios

Å Work to disseminate timely policy-relevant 

migration data, such as weekly reports on 

migrants & COVID-19 with DTM

Objective A

Strengthening the global evidence base on migration



ÅOpen-access global database 

documentingdeaths & 

disappearances during migration

ÅExtensive dataanalysisand thematic 

awareness-raisingin briefings and 

longer reports

ÅData & publications can be downloaded

from our website: missingmigrants.iom.int

In focus: Missing Migrants Project

missingmigrants.iom.int


Defining Ȗmissing migrantȗ in MMP

What is excluded from MMP?

ÅDeaths in immigration detention
facilities and reception centres

ÅDeaths related to an individualȗs 
irregular status whileresidingin a 
foreign country (e.g. resulting from 
labour exploitation)

ÅDeaths related to internaldisplacement

What is included in MMP?

ÅDeathsat the external borders of 
states, or in the process of migration 
towards an international destination

ÅDisappearancesduring migration in 
which a person is presumed dead

Rationale: approach identifies risks linked 
to irregular migration journeys



MMP data
2014-2022

Source: IOMȗs Missing Migrants Project26 Aug, 2022

http://migration.iom.int/europe/


Missing Migrants Project

Å Families are left with traumaand 

ambiguous loss in the many 

unresolved cases

Å Debt caused by loss of  breadwinner, 

cost of search/ransom

Å No robust policy framework to

Å prevent migrant deaths

Å identify missing migrants

Å provide support to bereaved 

families

Impacts on families

Read at missingmigrants.iom.int/publications.

https://missingmigrants.iom.int/publications


ÅInvisibility: lack of options for safe and legal mobility increases the likelihood 

that migrantstake dangerous, remote routes with the aim of avoiding 

detection.

ÅUnder-reporting of deaths and disappearances: migrants or their families 

may be afraid of reporting deaths or disappearances due to fear of legal 

consequences

ÅRemains not recovered and not identified: bodies lost on remote routes 

means that identification nearly impossible

ÅLimited data from official sources: lack of centralization & disaggregation by 

migratory status

Data gaps and challenges



In focus: Global Migration Data Portal

ѐLaunched in December 2017

ѐUnique one-stop-shopof global migration data and information with 
comprehensive360° views

ѐAvailable in 4 languages: EN, SP, FR, DE

ѐ80+ international migration data indicators, and nearly40 national 
indicators

ѐ38 thematic pages |14 regional overviews | spotlightpages (AFG, 
UKR and upcoming food security)

ѐIn 2021: 1.1 million unique users| 2.2 million uniquepage visits



In focus: Global Migration Data Portal

Upcoming aspirations

ѐMigration data training modulesand tutorials

ѐStrengthening partnerships

ѐe.g.Global Migration Data Network (GMDN); UN Data Strategy Group; other 
international migration data providers

ѐLeveraging moretechnologies(Application Programming Interface (API), widgets)

ѐDynamic engagementwith users and more systematic feedback

ѐStrengthening migration data in the context of the

humanitarian-development-peace nexus



migrationdataportal.org



Migration Governance Indicators 
Data Analytics 

https://www.migrationdataportal.org/overviews/mgi#0

Strategic Positioning 
92 National Assessments (+ Follow-up in 18)

8 State assessments (in Mexico)

43 Local assessments

Opportunities
Global report

Regional reports (e.g.Africa with 33 countries and 12 cities) 

Thematic policy briefs (Migration, Environment and Climate 
Change; SIDS) 


