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• Target 17.18: “high-quality, timely and reliable data, 
disaggregated by income, gender, age, race, ethnicity, and 
migratory status”.

• Several references to migration in the 2030 Agenda

• “Leave no one behind” transformative promise

• Key opportunity to understand SDG-migration links; monitor 
migrant outcomes

Migration & the 2030 Agenda



Over 281m migrants around the world

- Identified among those often in 
vulnerable situations

- Also key actors in sustainable 
development

Need to be included in policy and 
programming

To make this possible, migrants  need to be      
visible in data.

Disaggregated data helps identify migrants 
who may be in greatest need and reach the 
furthest behind, as well as understand 
migrants’ contributions to development.

Leave no one behind, migration and data
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What do we 
know about 
migrants in 
the SDGs?



Officially, not much!

• 24 indicators recommended for 
disaggregation by migratory status

• Globally in 2020 countries disaggregated 1

• 8.8.1: Fatal and non-fatal occupational injuries 
per 100,000 workers, by sex and migrant 
status

• 86 out of 248 countries reported
• Out of these, 27 disaggregated by 

migratory status
• 22 in Europe; none in Africa or Oceania



End hunger, achieve food security 
and improved nutrition



End Poverty in All its Forms 
Everywhere



Make cities and human 
settlements inclusive, 
safe, resilient, sustainable 



Over to you!

In your country, are key national statistics often disaggregated?

What sectors do disaggregated statistics usually come from? 

How are these statistics relevant to migration policy?
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Disaggregation: the basics
✅Why disaggregate?
✅How to disaggregate?
✅Common challenges and opportunities

Disaggregation: by Goal
✅Getting started: key steps
✅SDG 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 10 11, 16:

✅What do we know?
✅Why disaggregate?
✅How?
✅Examples

Components



Why disaggregate by migratory status?

Understanding migrants’ characteristics 
across sectors to inform targeted policy

Identifying in what contexts migrants are 
agents of sustainable development

Increasing chances to effectively and 
sustainably meet the SDGs

Addressing the relative needs of host 
communities

Improving resource allocation; boosting aid 
effectiveness

Addressing important gaps in migration data and 
research

Complying with international law duties

Providing a baseline for other international 
frameworks 



How to disaggregate by migratory status? Definitions

1. Migratory status for disaggregation is defined by one of these two variables: 

Country of birth: foreign-born and native-born population;  
Country of citizenship: foreigners and citizens.



How to disaggregate by migratory status? Additional variables

2. Some lack internationally agreed definitions:

• Year/period of arrival
• Country of birth of parents (first and second- generation)
• Country of residence five years prior to data collection (census)
• Reason for migration
• Household member’s residency abroad
• Ever resided abroad/for at least 12 months (return migrants)
• Most recent date of arrival
• Proxies: e.g. language(s) spoken at home 
• Nationally defined variables

3. Further 
disaggregation by 
sex/gender; age; 
disability; more.



Common challenges

Hard-to-reach populations

Lack of quality migration data

Lack of agreed definitions

Sample size

Data protection issues

Limited capacity or resources



Common opportunities

Leveraging existing data

Using census micro-data

Integrating data sources



Over to you!

Choose one migration policy topic and answer the following:

What disaggregated data would help you understand this topic?

What is the relevant data source(s) for this in your country?

What could be potential challenges in disaggregating this data?

What could be potential solutions or opportunities to get this disaggregated data?



Getting started

 Establish institutional leads

 Undertake specialised awareness-raising

 Identify SDG indicators & disaggregation 
needs

 Conduct data mapping

 Design and implement course of action 
 Reporting, dissemination, 

communication

Data mapping template



By Goal:

• Outlines key considerations for data 
collection, use and interpretation

• Lists all relevant indicators; highlights a 
range of potential data sources

• Provides real-life examples of disaggregated 
data on each theme



National examples

Area Country or Region Indicator

Poverty
Plurinational State of 
Bolivia

Percentage of non-migrant and migrant population with coverage of basic services

Hunger Spain
Body mass index of the adult population by sex, country of birth and age group. 
Population aged 18 and over

Hunger Qatar
Percentage of children age 0-23 months who were appropriately breastfed during the 
previous day by sex, nationality, and mother’s education

Health United Arab Emirates Incidents of Infectious Diseases by Disease, Age, and Citizenship
Education China Children of migrant workers and children left behind by Education Level

Labour Rwanda Labour force status of internal and international migrants

Cities New Zealand
Proportion of migrants feeling safe/very safe walking alone in neighborhood after dark, by
migrant status and age group, 2016–17





Conclusion

Global level disaggregation is low and the pandemic has exacerbated inequalities as 
well as data gaps

To leave no one behind, we need better data. Disaggregation is an important 
starting point to understand the situation of migrants in different areas

Need for targeted capacity development to catalyze long-term change

At the national level there are many interesting examples; potential to build on 
existing good practices, partner and encourage knowledge-sharing
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